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DEATH & DYSFUNCTION A SPECIAL INVESTIGATION 


Why you don’t want to die in N.J. 


Lost body parts, innocent people locked up, the deaths of children without proper review and unsolved crimes: 


The state’s system for investigating sudden or suspicious deaths has become a national disgrace. Coming Thursday 
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TALKING POINTS 


IN NEW JERSEY 


Almost a third of state residents speak a language 
other than English at home, according to Census 


Carla Astudillo and Disha Raychaudhuri 
For The Star-Ledger 


Nearly a third of New Jersey residents 
speak a language other than English at 
home, and the population of people who 
were born outside the U.S. continues to grow, 
new Census data show. 

About 2.6 million residents, or 30.7 per- 
cent, above the age of 5 speak a language 
other than English at home, according 
to U.S. Census Bureau numbers released 
Thursday. That’s an increase of 1.5 percent- 
age points over the past 10 years. 

By comparison, non-English speakers 
increased 0.8 percentage points nationwide. 

New Jersey has eclipsed New York in the 
number of non-English-speaking residents 
and now ranks fourth in the U.S. behind 
Texas, New Mexico and California, accord- 
ing to the data. 

The Census data provide an annual 
demographic snapshot of New Jersey based 
on surveys conducted during the five-year 
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The state's rank for the 
number of non-English- 
speaking residents 
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The value of New Jersey’s nuclear plants extends well beyond the 


electricity they provide. 


The energy that is generated is clean and releases no air emissions. 
Nuclear is part of a diverse mix of energy sources that help keep 
the grid resilient. And New Jersey’s Salem and Hope Creek nuclear 
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of New Jersey residents 
speak Spanish at home. 
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of New Jersey residents 
above the age of 5 speak 
a language other than 
English at home 


period from 2012 to 2016. Using the same 
survey covering 2007 to 2011, a decade of 
population changes can be analyzed. 

New Jersey’s total population increased 
by more than 162,000 in the past decade. At 
8.92 million, it’s about 85,000 residents short 
of reaching 9 million. The national popula- 
tion increased by about 4 percent to roughly 
319 million people, the data show. 

The most prevalent language spoken in 
New Jersey other than English is Spanish, 
according to the data. The percentage of Span- 
ish-speaking residents increased from 14.8 
percent to 15.9 percent. By comparison, 13 per- 
cent of residents nationwide speak Spanish. 

About 1.3 million residents speak Span- 
ish at home in New Jersey, which follows the 
growth of the state’s Hispanic and Latino 
population, up 2 percentage points to 19.3 
percent. European and Indian languages 
such as German, Russian and Hindi rank 
third behind English and Spanish. The per- 
centage of Asian and Pacific island speakers 
increased slightly. 
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Increase in foreign-born 
New Jersey residents over 
past 10 years 


New Jersey, 17 Obituaries, 12 


There is a Cost to Closing Nuclear Plants 


plants are creators of jobs and GDP that boost the entire state’s 


economy. 


A new study by The Brattle Group helps to give us an idea what 
nuclear energy’s attributes are worth to New Jersey, in actual 


dollars: 


Like many other nuclear plants around the U.S., New Jersey’s 
nuclear fleet is faced with flaws in the wholesale power markets 
that fail to value these attributes. Without a safety net, these flaws 
could lead to the closure of the Salem and Hope Creek plants — 
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e $733 million in avoided environmental and health costs, 
thanks to the clean energy they produce; 


e $809 million in overall economic activity, including payroll, 
purchases and state and local taxes; and 


e 5,800 direct and indirect New Jersey jobs. 


At the same time, those who speak 
another language are also getting better at 
English, the data show. Those who speak 
English “very well” while speaking a dif- 
ferent language at home increased 2.5 per- 
centage points, while those who speak it 
less than “very well” — which includes 
those that do not speak English at all — 
decreased by the same amount. 

There are also 41 towns — many of them 
in Hudson, Bergen and Middlesex counties 
— where more than half of residents do not 
speak English at home. Four of the top five 
non-English-speaking towns in the state 
are in Hudson County, topped by Union 
City, where 86.3 percent, or almost seven of 
every eight residents, do not speak English 
at home. 

The uptick in non-English speaking resi- 
dents is tied to an increase of the foreign-born 
population. In the past 10 years, that popula- 
tion increased 1.2 percentage points, as com- 
pared to 0.4 of a percentage point nationwide, 
according to the Census data. 
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ELECTION 2017 


Jones stuns Moore 
in Alabama upset 


Democrat Doug Jones won Alabama’s 
special Senate election on Tuesday, 
beating back history, an embattled 
Republican opponent and President 
Donald Trump, who urgently endorsed 
GOP rebel Roy Moore despite a litany of 
sexual misconduct allegations. Page 10 
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A historic 
pick for 
attorney 
general 


Murphy nominee would be 
first Sikh to hold that job 


Brent Johnson For The Star-Ledger 


Gurbir Grewal said Tuesday there were 
“a few simple reasons” he left private law 
practice 14 years ago to enter public service. 

“I wanted to give back to a country that 
has given us and other immigrant fami- 
lies like us so much,” recalled the Bergen 
County prosecutor, who is the son of Indian 
immigrants. “And in the process, I wanted 
to perhaps also show people that while I 
and others like me may look different and 
worship differently, we, too, are committed 
to this country. 

“Second,” Grewal added, “as someone 
who has experienced hate and intolerance 
firsthand throughout my life, I wanted to 
work to ensure that we all live in a fair and 
just society.” 

He may soon have a larger platform to do 
SO. 

Gov.-elect Phil Murphy formally 
announced that he is nominating Grewal, a 
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Closing New Jersey’s nuclear plants would affect customers’ energy 
bills, as well. The Brattle Group’s study calculated that, without 

the energy provided by these nuclear plants, New Jersey customers 
would pay $400 million more for electricity every year. 


There is a cost to closing nuclear plants — to the environment, to 


fuel diversity and resiliency and to customer bills. For all of these 


and the loss of these valuable benefits to New Jersey. 


reasons, it will be cheaper to preserve New Jersey’s existing nuclear 
fleet than to replace it. 
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